
OFFICE MEMO: TWO OF TWO FOR THE SEVENTH WEEK 

May 15, 2020 

Good afternoon all,  

As mentioned earlier in the week, the is memo will contain a few decisions that were taken this week about 
what the rest of the academic school year will look like, the Lord willing.  What follows are the decisions we 
have made: 

Exams:  

There will be no exams this year. 

The last instructional day:  

The last day for ‘regular’ instruction will be Friday, June 5.  

The final day to hand in assignments:   

Students may have culminating activities, (missed) assignments, or tests that they still need to complete after 
the final instructional day. These will be completed during the week of June 8, but no new work will be 
assigned.  The final day to hand in work will be relative to where the student’s class falls in the traditional daily 
schedule.  

If the class is scheduled for Day 1, Period 1 – the final day to hand in work will be June 9. 

If the class is scheduled for Day 1, Period 2 – the final day to hand in work will be June 10. 

If the class is scheduled for Day 1, Period 3 – the final day to hand in work will be June 11. 

If the class is scheduled for Day 1, Period 4 – the final day to hand in work will be June 12. 

Any work not finished once these dates have passed will be counted as incomplete.   

Assessment:  

The work that students have been doing since the shutdown began will count toward their final grades. This 
has been communicated since the start of our virtual experience. That is why it is important that students get 
the assigned work done.  Where difficulties have been communicated to staff, reasonable accommodations 
are being made.  

Generally, students who have been communicating well, handing in assignments, and asking for help when 
needed are on track to successfully complete the year with all their credits. 

Coming back to school:  

It does not look like we will be coming back to school this year.  However, if we are allowed we would love to 
wrap up the year together for at least one day.  Regardless, our last instructional day will still be June 5.  

Book/equipment return and locker clean-up: 

This will be scheduled for during the week of June 15, and more details will follow as the time draws closer.  



Graduation:  

At this point we know that the venue at the McIntyre Centre is not available to us.  They have cancelled all 
bookings till the end of August.  

We have a few options available to us. Next week the Grade 12 class will receive a small survey where they 
can rank the options in order of preference.  We will work with their input as we make our decisions – the plan 
is to make those decisions during the last week of May.  

Final thoughts:  

These plans are being made in a bit of a vacuum of knowledge. At the beginning of the shutdown, the Board 
committed to following the lead given by the Ministry of Education. However, we do not know at the moment 
what the Ministry of Education plans to do.  Our plans are in line with what other Reformed Christian high 
schools have decided to do.  The Private Schools Office of the ministry has also allowed us the freedom to 
make these decisions since, in their words, we know our situation and our students best.  

As we think about bringing the year to a close, we also recognize that not going back will be disappointing to 
many (possibly even all?) of our students. Whether it is the lack of ‘lasts’ that the Grade 12 students were 
looking forward to, or missing trips, sports teams, opportunities for pranks, it is easy to let ourselves be 
disappointed.  It is disappointing to staff as well. Not only do teachers miss the daily interaction, but Mr. 
Morris misses sweeping the remnants of lunch off the floors.  Mrs. Nobels misses the sneaky ways students 
attempted to consume food and drink in the library.  Mr. VanAndel even misses the unscheduled student visits 
that he would receive from time to time! Yes, in these ways the year can be seen as a disappointment. And yet 
…  what rich blessings we have received as well! Every day we see the Lord’s guiding hand in our lives. Every 
day we experience renewal. Yes, some things are disappointing, but as Christians we keep or heads up, 
knowing that this too is in the Lord’s hands, because, as Job once asked, “Shall we accept good from God, but 
not trouble?”  

We have a great and loving Father who gives us the confidence to move forward and see what is truly 
important.  It is under His care that we make our plans, accept what He gives, and find contentment in our 
lives.  

Wishing you a wonderful afternoon, and a restful long weekend.  

Till next time,  

 

 

Jason Heemskerk 


